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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set forth 
in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
November 30 th , 2005 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. A copy of the information disclosure statement filed on February 5 th , 2001 containing 
a listing of information to be considered is missing and therefore has not been 
considered. Applicant is requested to submit another copy of the information 
disclosure statement filed on February 5 th , 2001 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the independent claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1 , 6 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cooper et al. (US Pre Grant Pub. 2004/0231003). 

In regards to claim 1, Cooper discloses a receiving apparatus (set top box 
500) comprising: 

Receiving means (tuner 504) for receiving a broadcasting signal in which information 
signals having program information for each of a plurality of programs are 
multiplexed see [0046]; 

Information output means (television 502) for outputting to a user, program 
information for each program; 

Selecting means (input means, see [0066]) for selecting by the user, a program 
corresponding to first program information from the plurality of programs (see [0047]) 
Input means for inputting by the user [0066], second program information (email 
message; see [0042], [0015] and figure 6) regarding the selected program (see 
[0043]); 

Integrating means (the email client in the set top box) for integrating the first and 
second program information (email message, i.e. second program information, 
containing information included in the EPG, i.e. the first program information are 
transmitted to another user; see [0049] and [0015]); 

Transmitting means (communications card) for transmitting the integrated program 
information as recommendation guide information (message containing email and 
program guide information) to an external apparatus (600b) which is accessible by 
another user (see figure 6). 
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In regards to claim 6, see claim 1 . In further regards to claim 6, it is noted 
that an email message is a file that is transmitted from one user to another. The 
generation of an email message thereby comprises a generating means (i.e. an 
email client) for generating an output file (email message), using the program 
information of the selected program together with the recommended information by 
the input means (see Cooper: [0015] and [0042]); and further comprises the means 
for transmitting the output file (i.e. output the email message) as recommended 
guide information to an external apparatus (user at set top box 600b), which is 
accessible by anther user. 

In regards to claim 36, Cooper discloses a receiving apparatus (set top box 
600b) comprising: 

Receiving means (tuner 504) for receiving a broadcasting in which information 
signals of a plurality of programs are multiplexed; see [0046]; 
Inputting program information of a recommended program selected by another user 
from an external apparatus which is accessible by another user; see [0047], [0048]); 
Generating a program table (figure 6, 602b) in accordance with the program 
information input and outputting data representative of the program table. See 
[0044] and [0047]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-7, 10-14, 18-21, 23-46 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Yoshinobu et al. (US Pat. 5,686,954) in view of Cooper et al. (US 

Pre Grant Pub. 2004/0231003). 

With regards to claim 1, Yoshinobu discloses a receiving apparatus 

comprising: 

Receiving means for receiving a broadcasting signal (column 13, lines 14-21, and 
lines 26-53) in which information signals having program information for each of a 
plurality of programs are multiplexed (column 8, lines 1-47, column 31, lines 45-55); 
Information output means for outputting to a user, program information for each 
program (column 13, lines 55-65) 

Selecting means for selecting by the user, a program corresponding to first program 
information from the plurality of programs (column 13, lines 45-53); 

Yoshinobu fails to disclose: an input means for inputting by the user, second 
program information regarding the selected program; integrating means for 
integrating the first and second program information; transmitting means for 
transmitting the integrated program information as recommendation guide 
information to an external apparatus which is accessible by another user. 

Cooper discloses a system for informing other users of a program a first user 
is watching by transmitting an email message about the program, the system 
comprising: 
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Input means for inputting by the user [0066], second program information (email 
message; see [0042], [0015] and figure 6) regarding the selected program (see 
[0043]); 

Integrating means (the email client in the set top box) for integrating the first and 
second program information (email message, i.e. second program information, 
containing information included in the EPG, i.e. the first program information are 
transmitted to another user; see [0049] and [0015]); 

Transmitting means (communications card) for transmitting the integrated program 
information as recommendation guide information (message containing email and 
program guide information) to an external apparatus (600b) which is accessible by 
another user (see figure 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Yoshinobu in view of Cooper, by allowing a user to 
transmit information about a program he/she is watching in an email message, 
thereby allowing the user to transmit additional notes in recommending the program 
to the second user. 

With regards to claim 2, the broadcasting signal of the modified system is further 
multiplexed with program attribute data (See Yoshinobu: column 8, lines 38-67, 
column 1 1 , lines 40-25) of the plurality of programs, said integration means includes 
means for integrating the selected program with the first and second program 
information (integrates program guide data including attributes about program along 
with the email message; see Cooper: [0015], [0049]) 
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With regards to claim 3, the modified system further comprises program table 
generating means for generating a program table by using program attribute data 
(see Yoshinobu: figure 15, column 20, lines 40-67), and the selecting means 
includes means for selecting by the user program from a plurality of programs 
contained in the program list (see Yoshinobu: column 21, lines 14-37) 

With regards to claim 4, the second program information of the modified system 
is an email, and therefore includes arbitrary comment (any comment the sender 
adds) information. See Cooper: [0042]. 

With regards to claim 5, the selecting means of the modified system searches the 
plurality of programs in accordance with a retrieval condition and selects a program 
in accordance with a search condition (see Yoshinobu: column 22, lines 13-37) 

In regards to claim 6, see claims 1 and 3. In further regards to claim 6, it is 
noted that an email message is a file that is transmitted from one user to another. 
Therefore, the modified system of Yoshinobu in view of Cooper, generates an email 
message, thereby comprising a generating means (i.e. an email client) generating 
an output file (email message), using the program information of the selected 
program together with the recommended information by the input means (see 
Cooper: [0015] and [0042]); and further comprising the means for transmitting the 
output file (i.e. output the email message) as recommended guide information to an 
external apparatus (user at set top box 600b, which is accessible by anther user. 

With regards to claim 7, the output file includes a plurality of information items 
(email message includes program guide information, email message, hyperlinks, 
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etc.; see Cooper: [0049]), and said file generation means generates an identification 
tag (hyperlink is created for each of the recommended program) of each of the 
plurality of information items (see Cooper: [0042], [0044], [0049]). 

With regards to claim 10, the transmitting means (communication card) transmits 
the output file (i.e. the email) to a network (such as the Internet) connected to the 
receiving means (see Cooper: [0014]). 

With regards to claim 1 1 , see claims 6 and 5. The modified system comprises 
the means of searching for a program using retrieval condition (as taught by 
Yoshinobu in column 22, lines 13-37), and the user can further transmit the selected 
program information of the programs that satisfied the retrieval condition to another 
user as taught previously (see claim 6). 

With regards to claim 12, Yoshinobu discloses a receiving means for receiving a 
television signal in which video signals of a plurality of broadcasting programs and 
program guide information of the plurality of broadcast programs are multiplexed; 
(see column 8, lines 1 -67, column 1 1 , lines 40-52, column 31 , lines 45-55); 
Extraction means for extracting program guide information from the broadcasting 
signal received by the receiving means (column 13, lines 5-15, lines 45-53); 
Input means (see [0066]) for inputting selection guide information of a program 
selected from an external apparatus,( see column 13, lines 45-53, column 21, lines 
14-37); program table generating means for generating a first program table 
indicating the plurality of broadcasting programs on the basis of the program guide 
information extracted by the extraction means (see figure 15, column 20, lines 40- 
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67) and for generating a second program table indicating the selected program in 
accordance with the selection guide information by the input means (column 22, 
lines 32-53). 

Yoshinobu fails to specifically disclose that a second user can access the 
selected program guide, recommended by the first user. 

Cooper discloses the step of a first user (at set top box 600b) receiving a 
program list (via an email message), from an external device (see [0043]), wherein 
the second user has informed/recommended the first user of a program he/she has 
tuned to. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Yoshinobu in view of Cooper by allowing a first 
user to receive information about a program another user is watching through an 
email message, thereby allowing the first user to view programs recommended by 
others. 

With regards to claim 13, the modified system comprises control means for 
judging whether the receiving means can receive the selected program (see Cooper: 
[0050], [0051], [0047]; receiving means looks for the recommended program in 
various networks and various show times and receiving means checks for viewing 
privileges) and for controlling the program table generation means in accordance 
with a judgment result so as to change contents of the second program table (see 
Cooper: fig. 6, message 600 e.g. the recommended program "Friends" is not 
available in FOX for user at 600b, however, the program guide indicates "Friends" 
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on another network, and therefore the guide at 600b is highlighted to reflect the 
recommended program). 

With regards to claim 14, the recommendation guide information includes time 
information representative of a broadcasting time of the selected program, and the 
control means controls the program table generating means to prevent the selected 
program from being displayed in the second table (i.e. lookup of recommended 
program fails because it is not available, and therefore not displayed) if the receiving 
means cannot receive the selected program guide because the broadcasting time of 
the selected program is judged to be incompatible (see Cooper: [0052]). 

With regards to claim 18, the modified system comprises means for recording a 
broadcast program (see Yoshinobu: column 15, lines 10-22), a control process for 
judging if the recorded program is a selected program and changing the second 
table on the basis of that judgment (see Yoshinobu: column 30, lines 48-62). 

With regards to claim 19, the modified system shows input means inputs a 
plurality of selection guide information (see Yoshinobu: column 22, lines 13-45), the 
program table generating means generates the second program table on the basis 
of the selection guide information selected from' among the plurality of selection 
guide information (see Yoshinobu: column 22 lines 32-53) 

With regards to claim 20, the modified system shows the program table 
generating means generates a two-dimensional program table having a 
broadcasting time as one axis and a channel as the other axis (see Yoshinobu: fig. 
15). 
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With regards to claim 21, the modified shows the program table generating 
means displays information of the selected programs in a corresponding area of the 
second program table and inhibits information of other programs from being 
displayed in other areas (see Yoshinobu: fig. 16a, 16b, n). 

With regards to claim 23, shows generating a frame over an area in the first 
program table, corresponding to the selected program (See Yoshinobu: fig. 16b, 
I7b). 

With regards to claim 24, the modified system shows generating a 
predetermined mark in a predetermined area in the first program table 
corresponding to the selected program (See Yoshinobu: fig. 15, shaded or 
highlighted selected program). 

With regards to claim 25, the modified system shows a designating means for 
designating an arbitrary program from a plurality of programs contained in the 
second program table (See Yoshinobu: fig. 18 and 19, col. 23 lines 15-52, selecting 
program from searched programs), and signal processing means for processing the 
information signal of a video signal of a program designated by said designating 
means, among the video signals received by said receiving means (col. 22 lines 54- 
60, col. 23 lines 60-67,). 

With regards to claim 26, Yoshinobu shows a receiving means for receiving a 
television broadcasting signal in which video signals of a plurality of broadcasting 
programs are multiplexed (col. 8 lines 1-67, col. 31 lines 45-55, col. 11 lines 40-52,), 
output means for outputting the video signal of the broadcasting programs received 
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by said receiving means to a display device (col. 13 lines 55-65), retrieving means 
for retrieving a program from the plurality of broadcasting programs in accordance 
with a predetermined condition (col. 22 lines 13-45, col. 22 lines 54-60), input means 
for inputting selection guide information of the programs selected from a plurality of 
broadcasting programs, from an external apparatus (col. 13 lines 45-53, col. 21 lines 
14-37), and programs table generating means for generating a program table in 
accordance with a retrieval result by said retrieving means (col. 22 lines 32-53,) and 
the selection guide information input by the input means and for outputting data 
representative of the program table to said display device (fig. 16-19, displaying 
searched and selected items). Although another user could access the selected 
programs in Yoshinobu, he fails to specifically sate this fact. 

Cooper shows transmitting program input selections (i.e. recommendations) to 
an external apparatus (user at 600b) that is accessible by another user (see fig. 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Yoshinobu with the ability to transmit selections for access by 
other users, as shown by Cooper, so that users could be recommended a selection 
of particular shows in order to find interesting media. 

With regards to claim 27, the modified system shows the program table 
generating means generates a two-dimensional program table having a 
broadcasting time as one axis and a channel as the other axis (See Yoshinobu: fig. 
15). 
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With regards to claim 28, Yoshinobu shows that only the program selected and 
programs selected in accordance with the retrieval results are displayed in 
corresponding areas of the programs table (fig. 16b, 17b, and 19, only programs that 
are selected and relate to the search category are displayed). 

With regards to claim 29, Yoshinobu shows that selected items can be 
displayed in different colors and shades (col. 28 lines 64-67, col. 29 lines 38-45, 
change of color, monochrome reversal display, fig. 19, shading of selected item). 

With regards to claim 30, Yoshinobu shows that only programs that are 
coincident with the retrieval results are displayed in the program table (fig. 18 and 
19, displaying the shows that correspond to a designated criteria). It is noted that 
shading of the selected item in fig. 19 results in a reduction in brightness of the cell 
as compared to other cells. In addition, colors have different levels of brightness, i.e. 
color vs. monochrome. 

With regards to claim 31, Yoshinobu shows in the broadcasting signal, 
program attribute data of the plurality of programs is further multiplexed (col. 8 lines 
1-47, data and television programs broadcast on a number of frequencies, col. 31 
lines 45-55, multiplexing data, col. 8 lines 38-67, data packets representing program 
information, col. 11 lines 40-52, program information), and the program table 
generating means generates the program in which program information generated 
by using the program attribute data of the selected program among the program 
attribute data and program information of the selected program are displayed (fig. 
15, col. 20 lines 40-67, schedule generation). 
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With regards to claim 32, Yoshinobu shows a receiving means for receiving a 
television broadcasting signal in which image signals of a plurality of broadcasting 
programs and program guide information of the plurality of broadcasting programs 
are multiplexed (col. 8 lines 1-47, data and television programs broadcast on a 
number of frequencies, col. 3 1 lines 45-55, multiplexing data, col. 8 lines 38-67, 
data packets representing program information, col. 11 lines 40-52, program 
information), extracting means for extracting the program guide information from the 
television broadcasting signal received by said receiving means (col. 13 lines 5-15, 
45-53, extracting program ID information), input means for inputting 
recommendation guide information of a program recommended from among the 
plurality of broadcasting programs, from an external apparatus (col. 13 lines 45-53, 
program selector for extract relevant program information, col. 21 lines 14-37, 
displaying program schedule corresponding to ID data and category, col. 22 lines 
13-45, indicating a search criteria to display results, col. 22 lines 54-60, selecting 
and viewing one of the returned results), program table generating means for 
generating a first program table indicating the plurality of broadcasting programs, in 
accordance with the program guide information extracted by said extracting means 
and generating means (fig. 15) and generating e second program table indicating 
the recommended program (col. 22 lines 13-45, indicating a search criteria to display 
results, col. 22 lines 54-60, selecting and viewing one of the returned results, figs. 
16b and 17b), on the basis of the recommendation guide information input by said 
input means (col. 22 lines 13-45, indicating a search criteria to display results, col. 
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22 lines 54-60), output means for outputting the image signals received by said 
receiving means and data of the first and second program tables generated by said 
program table generating means to a display device (figs. 15-19, col. 22 lines 50-54, 
processing section for display on CRT), designating means for designating an 
arbitrary program in the first and second program tables (fig. 16b and 17b, selecting 
from the menu a category then a specific program), and controlling means for 
controlling said receiving means to receive the program designated by said 
designating means and controlling said output means to output the image signal of 
the designated broadcasting program to said display device (col. 22 lines 54-60, 
selecting item to be viewed). Although another user could access the selected 
program in Yoshinobu, he fails to specifically state this fact. 

Cooper discloses transmitting program selections to an external apparatus, 
which is accessible by another user (see fig. 6, [0015]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Yoshinobu with the ability to transmit selections for 
access by other users, as shown by Cooper, so that other users could be 
recommended selection of particular shows in order to find interesting media. 

With regards to claim 33, the method claim has been discussed with regards 
to the apparatus claim of Claim 1. 

With regards to claim 34, the method claim has been discussed with regards 
to the apparatus claim of Claim 6. 
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With regards to claim 35, the method claim has been discussed with regards 
to the apparatus claim of Claim 1 1 . 

With regards to claim 36, the method claim has been discussed with regards 
to the apparatus claim of Claim 12. 

With regards to claim 37, the method claim has been discussed with regards 
to the apparatus claim of Claim 26. 

With regards to claim 38, the limitations of the claim have been discussed 
with regards to Claim 32. 

With regards to claim 39, Yoshinobu shows a recording medium storing a 
program (col. 14 lines 13-20, CPU, RAM, ROM). All other limitations have been 
discussed with regards to Claim 1. 

With regards to claim 40, Yoshinobu shows a recording medium storing a 
program (col. 14 lines 13-20, CPU, RAM, ROM). All other limitations have been 
discussed with regards to Claim 6, 

With regards to claim 41, Yoshinobu shows a recording medium storing a 
program (col. 14 lines 13-20, CPU, RAM, ROM). All other limitations have been 
discussed with regards to Claim I 1 . 

With regards to claim 42, Yoshinobu shows a recording medium storing a 
program (col. 14 lines 13-20, CPU, RAM, ROM). All other limitations have been 
discussed with regards to Claim 12. 
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With regards to claim 43, Yoshinobu shows a recording medium storing a 
program (col. 14 lines 13-20, CPU, RAM, ROM). A1I other limitations have been 
discussed with regards to Claim 26. 

With regards to claim 44, Yoshinobu shows a recording medium storing a 
program (col. 14 lines 13-20, CPU, RAM, ROM). Ail other limitations have been 
discussed with regards to Claim 32. 

With regards to claim 45, the receiving apparatus is selected from the group 
consisting of a WWW server, another receiving apparatus, and an external recording 
medium (see Cooper: fig. 5 and 6 and [0014]) 

With regards to claim 46, the file generating means (email client) generates 
output file (email message) using program information of the selected program. See 
Cooper: [0015] and [0042] 
8. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshinobu et al. (US Pat. 5,686,954) in view of Cooper et al. (US Pre Grant Pub. 
2004/0231003) as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Lawler (US Pat. 
5,758,259). 

With regards to claims 8 and 9, the modified system fails to show the 
information item including information representative of a recommendation index of 
each program. 

Lawler shows the step of recommending programs to an external device, 
wherein the recommendation step uses ranking, and scores according to user 
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preferences (i.e. information representative of the user), see Lawler: column 2, lines 
40-50, column 9, lines 35-67, column 10, lines 1-19. 

It would have been obvious to further modify the system with the ability to user 
recommendation scoring, as taught by Lawler, so that a user would be provided with 
more relevant choices. 

9. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshinobu 
et al. (US Pat. 5,686,954) in view of Cooper et al. (US Pre Grant Pub. 
2004/0231003) as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of Vallone et al. 
(US Pat. 6,642,939). 

With regards to claim 15, the modified system fails to prevent a selected program 
from being displayed in the second program table if the type of broadcasting service 
of the selected program is different from that receivable by the receiving means. 

Vallone shows the ability to prevent a program not compatible with the receivable 
apparatus (preventing users of a receiver from viewing unauthorized programs; see 
column 17, lines 14-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the system to notice incompatible programs, so that a 
user is not presented with programs that a user is not authorized to view. 

10. Claims 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshinobu et al. (US Pat. 5,686,954) in view of Cooper et al. (US Pre Grant Pub. 
2004/0231003) as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Schein et al. (US 
Pat. 6,002,394) 



Application/Control Number: 09/725,815 Page 19 

Art Unit: 2623 

With regards to claim 16, the modified system comprises a "Pay" tab on the 
selection menu (see Yoshinobu: fig. 15), however fails to specifically state using a 
pay per view program selection means. 

Schein shows a pay per view program means and control means for 
controlling the pay per view information (column 24, lines 40-67, pay per view 
programs). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to further modify the system with a pay per view selection as shown by 
Schein so that a user could order premium programming at a price per viewing. 

With regards to claim 17, the modified system fails to show restriction 
information of the selected program and control means for restricting the program in 
accordance with the information. 

Schein shows the ability to require a user to enter a password for certain 
restricted programs, effectively restricting the program to people who do not have 
the password (fig. 18c, col. 23 lines 1-18, entering password to allow viewing of 
selected program). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Yoshinobu and Lawler with the restricted access, as 
shown by Schein, so that a user could prevent unauthorized viewing of certain 
programs. 
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Conclusion 



11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usha Raman whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7380. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-7331. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




